God’s Big Ideas

The Gospel of Luke — Key themes with Bible verses

Nature of the Gospel

“Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word, |, too, decided, as one having a grasp of everything
from the start, to write a well-ordered account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you
may have a firm grasp of the words in which you have been instructed.” (Luke 1:1-4)

Salvation history

“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” (Luke 3:1-2)

Salvation

“[Mary said, ‘God] has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted
up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.” (Luke
1:51-53)

The identity of Jesus

“But the angel said to [the shepherds], ‘Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who
is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

The death and resurrection of Jesus

“Then [Jesus] led [the disciples] out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.”
(Luke 24:50-51)

The return of Jesus

“Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he
answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed, nor will they
say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!” For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.” (Luke
17:20-21)

The Holy Spirit

“Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding region. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised
by everyone.” (Luke 4:14-15)

Israel and the Gentiles

“John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and
do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for | tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.” (Luke 3:8)

Discipleship
“[Jesus said,] ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not



wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys.” (Luke 12:32-33)

Mission

“[Jesus] said to [the disciples], ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things.” (Luke 24:46-48)



